Brazilian Team Dominates International Tournament in Blind Football 

Sports fans who came to Bučovice at the weekend of 25 and 26 May had a chance to see an extraordinary sports event. In this town, situated approximately 30 km from Brno, six teams of blind football players competed in a tournament called Bučovice Blind Football Cup 2013. It was the first time ever that players of ICB-Bahia took part in a European club tournament; this team is from Brazil, the cradle of blind football and the current Paralympic winner. The other participating teams were Worcester, England, Stuttgart and Hamburg from Germany, and the two existing Czech teams (Avoy MU Brno a BSC Prague). 

The star of the tournament

The opening ceremony, held at 8.30 on 25 May, was led by Dr. Radovan Válek, welcomed all the teams and did the opening kick-off. Especially Saturday was unlucky in terms of weather: more than half the matches took place in rain and it was unusually cold for end of May. This proved difficult especially for the Brazilians, which, however, did not stop them from beating the home team of Avoy MU Brno in the first match. It was the first opportunity to show off for Jeferson Gonçalves, ICB-Bahia’s formidable forward and currently the best blind football player in the world. He found it very easy to overcome the four-player defence, and if he managed to shoot, goalkeepers were usually helpless. Although a number of brilliant players took part in the tournament, not one of them surpassed or even approached Gonçalves’s ball control technique or his ability to change the direction of movement, to shoot unexpectedly and to aim precisely.
Exciting fight for the first place

The climax of the tournament came on Saturday 25 May at 4 p.m. when the two most likely tournament winners met on the pitch: ICB-Bahia and MTV Stuttgart, a team which boasted most of German national team players. The match itself saw high performance of both teams: the spectators could see an exciting match, which did not lack in scored goals, penalties or emotions, and, above all, was thrilling up till the end. After several score reversals, the match ended in a well-deserved 3-3 draw, which anticipated the scoring race of the two teams in the following matches of the tournament. Namely, it was an “all-play-all” tournament and in case of the same number of points, the decisive criterion was goal difference. This meant that the two teams, ICB-Bahia and MTV Stuttgart, were trying to score as many goals as possible in every match that followed. Two men stood above the others in this endeavor: Vedat Sarikaya of Stuttgart, who scored 15 goals, and the above-mentioned Jeferson Gonçalves, who even managed to score 20 times. In the end, the Brazilian team was more successful and won the cup; Stuttgart had to settle for silver medals.
The tournament conclusion

As mentioned above, the two Czech teams also participated in the tournament and they did pretty well, especially the home team of Avoy MU Brno, which fought for the third place against Worcester BFC. Their head-to-head match was scheduled as the first one on Sunday 26 May, and the spectators witnessed a thrilling game with a happy ending for the English, who won 2-1 and so ensured for themselves the bronze medals as well as the audience’s admiration, as they completed all five matches without a single substitution. Despite that, the team showed a solid performance and even managed to play a balanced game against Stuttgart. The Brno team had to settle for the fourth place; St. Pauli Hamburg managed to play a draw in the last match of the tournament against BSC Prague and ended up fifth thanks to a better goal difference.
The concluding ceremony was joyous. Everybody praised the unique atmosphere of the tournament as well as perfect organization. The organizers handed over the cups and medals for the three best teams, and announced the top scorer (Jeferson Gonçalves from ICB-Bahia), the best defender (Mulgheta Russom from MTV Stuttgart) and the best goalkeeper (Maximilian Ziegert from St. Pauli). Due to the extraordinary success of the whole event, the organizers promised to hold another tournament in 2014. Fans can therefore look forward to a sequel and perhaps also new teams that might show up in Bučovice next year. 
Tournament organizer: Avoy MU Brno

The tournament was held under the auspices of the following organizations: Masaryk University, South Moravian Region, Football association of Czech Republic, Football association of South Moravia, Union of Physically Disabled Athletes

Partners and sponsors of the tournament: Think Big – Nadace O2, Ranč U Jelena, Georadis, s. r. o., Světluška – Nadační fond Českého rozhlasu, Inpap, s. r. o., SOS Autopůjčovna, Stavební mechanizace, s. r. o., SportObchod.cz

